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province.    Spain, thus reconquered, was nominally subject    CHAP.
to Rome, but soon became really independent, and began
to be the seat of a Christian civilization.
1    *The Visigothic  kingdom in Spain, founded by Walia,
lasted for nearly three centuries, from 418 to 711, and
Toledo was   its   centre   of administration.    For   a  time
Spain still remained in name a lioman province, but King
Euric (466-485) succeeded in defying- the empire and in
establishing  a   Visigothic  kingdom in full  and   avowed
independence.

Very little is known of the progress and trade of Spain
during the existence of the Visigothic rule; but at the
opening of the eighth century, Musa, the Governor of
Africa, received the message of the traitor, Count Julian,
that brought on the invasion of Spain. At the order of
Musa, his lieutenant Tarik crossed the Straits in 711;
and, soon after disembarking in Andalusia, met and
defeated the armies of Spain in the decisive battle of
vXeres, where Roderick, last of the Gothic kings, lost his
life. Having received reinforcements, Tarik speedily
reduced Malaga, Granada, Cordova, Seville, and, finally,
the Spanish capital, Toledo, itself. Musa now took the
command in Spain, and received the submission of Sara-
gossa and Barcelona, reached the Pyrenees, and within the
space of four years reduced the whole of Spain, Gallicia
excepted, to an Arab dependency.

At first the Arabs were tolerant of the people's religion,
but after awhile they became less so, and this led to a
reaction on the part of the Christian populations in the
north. This movement was headed by Pelayo ; and his
grandson, Affonso I., succeeded in driving back the
Moors and forming a Christian kingdom to the north of
^theDouro. Affonso II.'s reign witnessed the establish-
ment of another Christian State in Spain, and, in 811, the
Arabs were driven beyond the Ebro, when Tortosa, after
a siege of two years, succumbed to the forces which Louis